
International  Journal  for  the  Study  of  Intercultural  Values   and   Indigenous   Ecoethics 

                              Volume 6, Number 2, September, 2025,  ISSN: 1116-1515 

 

 

75 
 

 

Humanizing Cultural Diversity and Globalization in Africa 

Fidelis Oghenero EJEGBAVWO 

Department of Philosophy, 

St Albert Institute, Fayit, Fadan Kagoma, 

Kafanchan, Kaduna state, Nigeria. 

drfidel12@gmail.com 

ORCID ID: 0000-0003-0458-8596 

Abstract 

This study examines the human dimensions of cultural diversity and globalization in Africa, 

emphasizing the importance of prioritizing human well-being, dignity, and societal 

organization in the face of globalizing forces that arise from this intersection. By examining 

the intricate relationships between culture, identity, and globalization, this research offers 

insights into the ways in which Africans can reclaim their cultural heritage and shape their own 

futures. As Africa becomes increasingly integrated into the global economy and culture, its rich 

cultural diversity presents both challenges and opportunities for development, identity, and 

global engagement. This paper uses the method of qualitative and critical analysis to reconsider 

the conventional narratives and thereby offers new perspectives on the relationship between 

cultural diversity and globalization. By analyzing the impact of globalization on African 

cultures, this research provides insights into the ways in which cultural diversity can be 

leveraged to promote economic growth, social justice, identity, and sustainable development 

through global engagement. Ultimately, this would lead to improved living standards and a 

brighter future for African communities. 

Keywords: Humanism, identity, cultural diversity, Globalization, and sustainable 

development   

Introduction  

Humanizing cultural diversity and globalization in Africa requires insight into the convoluted 

relationships between cultural identity, economic development, and social justice. Africa is a 

continent of immense cultural wealth and diversity, with a living miscellany of languages, 

traditions, beliefs, and communal identities that reflect thousands of years of historical 

evolution. From the Berbers of North Africa to the Zulus of Southern Africa, and from the 

Yoruba of Nigeria to the Maasai of Kenya, the continent embodies one of the richest arrays of 

cultural expressions in human history.  

Africa, as a continent, is rich in cultural diversity, with over 2,000 languages and more than 

3,000 ethnic groups (Appiah and Gates 12). Yet, in the 21st century, Africa’s cultural sceneries 

have been deeply impacted by the forces of globalization, an intricate process that integrates 
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economies, technologies, communication systems, and social relations across the world. While 

globalization promises development, innovation, and connection, it also presents serious 

challenges to cultural identity, indigenous values, and social cohesion. To “humanize” cultural 

diversity and globalization in Africa, therefore, is to seek a balance between the universal and 

the particular to ensure that the globalizing process respects human dignity, cultural identity, 

and the moral worth of all peoples and communities. Cultural diversity refers to the variety of 

cultural expressions, traditions, and practices within a society or between societies. It is the 

manifestation of humanity’s collective creativity and the foundation of our shared heritage. In 

Africa, cultural diversity is not merely a sociological fact; it is an existential reality embedded 

in communal life, oral traditions, art, music, and modes of governance. It reflects the dynamic 

interplay between individual identity and collective belonging. However, globalization, 

defined as the increasing interconnectedness of the world through technology, trade, 

communication, and migration, has created a new cultural landscape in which traditional 

African values are constantly negotiating with modern global influences. Globalization has 

brought about increased interconnectedness, presenting both opportunities and challenges for 

African cultures (Hoppers 23). The challenge lies not in rejecting globalization but in shaping 

it in a way that uplifts the human person and strengthens cultural identity rather than eroding 

it.  

The process of globalization, driven largely by Western economic and technological 

dominance, has often been characterized by cultural homogenization the spread of global 

consumer culture, English language supremacy, and capitalist values at the expense of local 

traditions. This has led to what many African scholars describe as “cultural imperialism,” a 

process through which the cultures of powerful nations overshadow and reshape indigenous 

cultures. In many African societies, traditional customs and languages are being displaced by 

global norms and lifestyles. For instance, local languages are rapidly losing their speakers to 
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English, French, or Arabic, while indigenous art forms are often undervalued in favour of 

Westernized entertainment industries. The question, therefore, is how Africans can preserve 

and celebrate their cultural uniqueness within a globalized world that often privileges 

uniformity over diversity. To humanize cultural diversity and globalization means to put the 

human person, the bearer of culture, at the center of globalization’s narrative. It calls for a 

moral and philosophical reorientation of globalization from a purely economic or technological 

enterprise to one that serves human flourishing and cultural dignity. It involves recognizing 

that globalization should not merely be about integration into a global market system but about 

dialogue, mutual respect, and intercultural exchange. In this sense, humanizing globalization 

is a form of cultural justice, a process of ensuring that all cultures, regardless of their 

geopolitical power, are treated as equal contributors to global civilization. Africa’s cultural 

wealth provides a fertile ground for such a humanized approach to globalization. The 

traditional African worldview emphasizes community, interconnectedness, and mutual respect, 

expressed through concepts like Ubuntu among the Zulu I am because we are and Ujamaa in 

Tanzanian philosophy, which promotes communal living and collective responsibility. These 

values can serve as ethical foundations for humanizing globalization in Africa. By reasserting 

such human-centered values, Africa can contribute to redefining globalization from the 

margins, transforming it into a process that celebrates diversity, equity, and shared humanity. 

Moreover, the humanization of cultural diversity in Africa involves a re-evaluation of the 

continent’s colonial and postcolonial history. Colonialism disrupted African cultures through 

forced assimilation, cultural subjugation, and the imposition of foreign systems of education, 

governance, and religion. In the postcolonial era, globalization has in many ways continued 

this legacy under a new guise, which some scholars term neo-colonialism. Through the 

dominance of Western media, multinational corporations, and global trade structures, African 

societies often find themselves consumers rather than producers of global culture. Yet, Africa 
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has not been a passive participant. African nations, artists, and intellectuals have actively 

engaged in reasserting their cultural presence on the global stage through literature, music, 

film, and political thought. This process of cultural reclamation is central to humanizing 

globalization; it transforms Africans from mere recipients of global influence into co-authors 

of the global narrative. 

Education becomes the conditio sine qua non in humanizing cultural diversity amid 

globalization. An education system that integrates indigenous knowledge systems, African 

philosophy, and global science can empower young Africans to appreciate their heritage while 

engaging productively with global realities. Such education would cultivate intercultural 

competence, the ability to navigate and respect multiple cultural structures, thereby fostering 

peaceful coexistence in an increasingly pluralistic world. The recognition of local knowledge 

in science, agriculture, and medicine also challenges the marginalization of African 

epistemologies in global discourse. Additionally, the role of technology and digital 

communication in the age of globalization cannot be overlooked. Social media platforms, film 

industries, and digital arts have provided African youths with new spaces to express cultural 

identity and engage in global dialogue. Nigerian “Afrobeats,” South African “Amapiano,” and 

the rise of Nollywood cinema exemplify how African creativity can achieve global influence 

while retaining cultural authenticity. These cultural exports reflect the potential for 

globalization to become a vehicle for empowerment rather than erasure when approached 

through a humanizing lens. Humanizing cultural diversity and globalization also requires 

addressing the socio-economic inequalities that often accompany global integration. 

Globalization has not benefited all regions equally; while it has created growth opportunities, 

it has also deepened inequalities between the Global North and South. In Africa, the 

exploitation of natural resources by multinational corporations, unfair trade agreements, and 

limited access to global markets continue to hinder equitable development. Cultural identity, 



International  Journal  for  the  Study  of  Intercultural  Values   and   Indigenous   Ecoethics 

                              Volume 6, Number 2, September, 2025,  ISSN: 1116-1515 

 

 

79 
 

in this context, becomes intertwined with economic justice. A humanized globalization must 

therefore promote inclusive development that values both cultural and economic rights, 

ensuring that Africa participates in globalization as a partner, not as a periphery. 

Furthermore, interreligious and intercultural dialogue offers another pathway toward 

humanizing cultural diversity in Africa. The continent is home to a plurality of religions, 

Christianity, Islam, and African Traditional Religions, each shaping moral values and social 

institutions. Globalization, with its transnational flows of ideas and people, has sometimes 

intensified religious and cultural tensions. However, when grounded in respect and dialogue, 

Africa’s religious diversity can become a source of moral enrichment and peacebuilding. 

Promoting dialogue between cultures and religions within Africa and between Africa and the 

wider world strengthens global solidarity and mutual understanding. At a deeper philosophical 

level, humanizing cultural diversity in Africa challenges the dominant anthropocentric and 

materialist tendencies of modern globalization. African humanism, expressed through 

communal ethics and respect for the environment, calls for a more holistic vision of human 

progress, one that integrates moral, spiritual, and ecological dimensions. This resonates with 

contemporary global movements for sustainable development, climate justice, and cultural 

preservation. By contributing its traditional wisdom to global discourse, Africa can help 

reorient globalization toward a more humane and ecologically conscious paradigm. The 

introduction of the theme “Humanizing Cultural Diversity and Globalization in Africa” reveals 

that the issue is not merely about cultural preservation but about moral reawakening. It calls 

for a shift from globalization as domination to glocalization as dialogue; from diversity as 

division to diversity as enrichment. Africa’s role in this humanizing project is both urgent and 

hopeful. The continent’s deep-seated communal values, historical resilience, and creative 

dynamism position it to contribute meaningfully to shaping a globalization that truly serves 
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humanity. To humanize cultural diversity and globalization in Africa, therefore, is to affirm the 

dignity of every culture, the worth of every community, and the shared destiny of all peoples 

in a world increasingly bound together by both challenges and possibilities. 

To have a direction for this debatable paper, this study explores the following research 

questions: 

i. How can cultural diversity be preserved and promoted in the face of globalization in Africa? 

ii. What are the potential benefits and challenges of humanizing cultural diversity and 

globalization in Africa? 

The above research questions have given this work a focus; hence, the objectives of this study 

are: 

- To examine the impact of globalization on cultural diversity in Africa. 

- To identify strategies for humanizing cultural diversity and globalization in Africa. 

The above gives this study its significance from the outlined objectives, which plainly helped 

us as it: Contributes to the understanding of the complex relationships between cultural 

diversity, globalization, and human development in Africa (Mkandawire 45). And so, provide 

insights into the potential benefits and challenges of humanizing cultural diversity and 

globalization in Africa. Through informed policies and practices, it aims to promote cultural 

diversity and sustainable development in Africa. 

Theoretical Perspectives on Cultural Diversity and Globalization in Africa 

There are historical and contemporary contexts in which cultural diversity in Africa is 

conceptualized. Africa's cultural diversity is rooted in its knotty history, with over 2,000 

languages and more than 3,000 ethnic groups (Appiah and Gates 12). Thus, Asante and 

Mazama argue that African cultures have been shaped by historical events such as colonialism, 

slavery, and migration (Asante and Mazama 45). Contemporary African cultures continue to 

evolve, influenced by globalization, urbanization, and technological advancements. 



International  Journal  for  the  Study  of  Intercultural  Values   and   Indigenous   Ecoethics 

                              Volume 6, Number 2, September, 2025,  ISSN: 1116-1515 

 

 

81 
 

Globalization is often portrayed as a set of economic processes, trade, capital flows, and 

technological diffusion, but its cultural dimension is equally consequential. When 

conceptualized as a humanising project, globalization must be restructured from a one-way 

flow of homogenising influences into an interactional field in which African peoples actively 

interpret, appropriate, resist, and reshape cultural forms (Appiah,10). Humanizing cultural 

diversity, therefore, emphasizes dignity, agency, reciprocity, and the protection and promotion 

of cultural expressions so that encounters across cultures enhance human flourishing rather 

than produce cultural erasure or inequality. To “humanize” cultural diversity is to centre agency 

and voice. Rather than treating African cultures as passive objects of global processes, a 

humanizing approach highlights that African actors, artists, communities, urban dwellers, and 

policy makers interpret global influences through local histories and priorities (Quayson,112). 

Urban sites like Accra’s Oxford Street, for example, show how global commodities, styles, and 

practices are woven into local commercial and social life in ways that produce new hybrid 

identities and economic opportunities rather than mere imitation. This perspective insists that 

cultural flows be understood as interactive and creative exchanges where local actors are not 

only recipients but co-creators. Humanizing cultural diversity requires institutional safeguards 

and a policy structure that protects the conditions for plural cultural expression. The UNESCO 

2005 Convention on the Protection and Promotion of the Diversity of Cultural Expressions is 

a central international instrument in this regard: it recognises culture as a public good, asserts 

states’ responsibilities to support cultural sectors, and links cultural rights to human rights and 

development goals (UNESCO). In African contexts, implementing these norms can help 

temper purely market-driven cultural homogenization by supporting local languages, creative 

industries, and cultural infrastructures that sustain livelihoods and identities.  
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A humanizing stance must address inequality within globalization. Global cultural flows 

typically travel on unequal terms: African cultural producers often face structural barriers to 

global markets, intellectual property protection, and fair remuneration (Chigudu,25). Without 

mechanisms to redress these asymmetries, globalization can become an engine of cultural 

extraction where the symbolic and economic value of African creativity accrues 

disproportionately to global intermediaries. Humanizing diversity, therefore, implies 

affirmative policy capacity building for local cultural industries, equitable trade and cultural 

agreements, and attention to redistribution that allows African creators to benefit from and 

shape global cultural exchanges. Humanization foregrounds everyday intercultural ethics: 

respect, mutual learning, and translated understandings rather than crude relativism or 

universalism. Philosophers such as Kwame Anthony Appiah have argued for a cosmopolitan 

ethic of “universality plus difference,” a stance that respects universal human dignity while 

valuing culturally particular ways of life (Appiah,33). Applied in Africa, this means promoting 

intercultural competencies, cross-cultural dialogue, and education that teaches both global 

literacy and grounded knowledge of local histories and moral economies. Such an ethic helps 

prevent both cultural chauvinism and passive acquiescence to destructive forms of global 

culture.  Humanizing cultural diversity acknowledges hybridity as a resource, not a threat. 

Globalization produces cultural diffusion and hybrid forms of music fusions, sartorial blends, 

and urban languages that can be sites of creative renewal and social resilience (Quayson; 

Tughhemba, 230). Rather than seeking purity, policy and community practice can cultivate 

these hybridities through festivals, public art, media platforms, and education that celebrate 

plural heritages and enable younger generations to root creativity in local meaning while 

engaging transnational networks. Such cultivation turns hybridity into a productive engine for 

cultural entrepreneurship and civic belonging.  Humanization must confront language loss and 

intangible heritage erosion, often accelerated by global media and education geared toward 
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dominant languages. Sustaining mother-tongue instruction, local literatures, oral histories, and 

intangible practices (rituals, crafts, music) preserve cultural knowledge that anchors 

communities and supplies distinctive contributions to global culture. International instruments 

and national policies can support documentation, transmission, and economic valorisation of 

intangible heritage so that culture remains a living resource rather than an archived curiosity.  

Humanizing cultural diversity links culture to development outcomes rather than positioning 

culture as peripheral. Scholars argue that diversity, when recognised and strategically 

supported, constitutes an asset for economic development, social cohesion, and innovation 

(Chigudu, 28). Cultural industries generate employment, tourism, and soft power; culturally 

informed development practice is more likely to be legitimate, locally appropriate, and 

sustainable. Thus, development planning should mainstream cultural analysis and ensure that 

globalization’s economic gains are not achieved at the cost of cultural impoverishment. The 

ethic of humanization asks for participatory governance: culture should be governed with the 

meaningful participation of the communities whose expressions are at stake. This involves 

decentralised cultural policymaking, funding mechanisms responsive to grassroots initiatives, 

and platforms that amplify marginalised voices (women, youth, rural communities, and 

minority language speakers). Participatory approaches reduce the risk that cultural policy 

becomes an elite or technocratic exercise and increase the likelihood that globalization will be 

shaped by broad social consent and democratic deliberation. Humanizing cultural diversity in 

the age of globalization is neither nostalgic protectionism nor blind acceptance of all change; 

it is a pragmatic and ethical programme that centres agency, rights, equity, creative hybridity, 

and democratic cultural governance. In Africa, the project requires a mix of international 

commitments (like UNESCO’s Convention), national policies that back creative industries and 

language education, and grassroots efforts that celebrate and transmit living cultures. When 
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cultural diversity is thus humanised, globalization can become a site of mutual enrichment 

rather than a process of dispossession. 

Globalization and Its Impact on African Cultures 

Globalization has had a profound impact on African cultures, bringing about both opportunities 

and challenges. According to Hoppers, globalization has led to the "homogenization" of 

cultures, where local cultures are threatened by the dominance of Western cultural values 

(Hoppers 23). However, some scholars argue that globalization has also enabled the 

"hybridization" of cultures, where local cultures can adapt and incorporate global influences in 

creative ways (Bhabha 38). 

Globalization and its impact on African culture. Globalization is the intensification of cross-

border flows of goods, capital, people, ideas, and media. Cultural globalization refers 

specifically to how those flows reshape meanings, practices, identities, and symbolic forms in 

local societies. The scholarship stresses that cultural globalization is not a single, homogenizing 

force but a set of uneven, disjunctive processes in which global and local interact, producing 

hybridity, cultural negotiation, and sometimes resistance as much as imitation (Appadurai, 

297). Pathways of cultural change in Africa. In Africa, cultural change driven by globalization 

travels through multiple channels: mass media (satellite TV, streaming platforms, social 

media), diasporic networks, trade in cultural goods (fashion, music, film), tourism, educational 

exchanges, and foreign investment in creative industries. These channels transmit new ideas 

and products (from fashion styles to music genres), enable African cultural producers to reach 

new markets, and expose everyday lifeways to global norms. 

Its Positive impacts: 

1. Cultural diffusion and creative economies: Global markets and digital platforms have 

allowed African musicians, filmmakers, and designers to reach global audiences, generating 

income, prestige, and soft power. Recent reporting shows rapid growth in the African fashion 
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and music industries. Afrobeats, amapiano, and local fashion houses now enjoy international 

attention, creating jobs and new cultural platforms for storytelling. This export of culture also 

helps recast global images of Africa beyond narrow stereotypes.  

2. Hybrid forms and cultural innovation: Rather than simple “westernization,” many African 

cultural forms have hybridized: local languages, rhythms, dress, and narrative forms mix with 

global genres to produce distinct, innovative cultural products. Scholars describe this as a 

“global mélange” in which mixing creates new authenticity rather than mere imitation. 

3. Increased visibility and political voice: Global media and diasporic networks have amplified 

African voices in global debates from literature and film festivals to international policy 

forums, allowing artists and activists to press for recognition, rights, and policy change beyond 

national boundaries. 

Negative impacts and tensions; 

1. Cultural erosion and identity anxieties: Global cultural flows can undermine local practices, 

languages, and rituals, especially where elites or markets prize imported goods, styles, or 

languages. Scholars and African commentators such as Adefarasin and Kanu, and a host of 

others, sternly warn of identity loss, inauthenticity, and younger generations privileging global 

tastes over local heritage. For many communities, everyday practices (foodways, dress codes, 

performance modes) change rapidly, producing intergenerational tensions.  

2. Unequal power and neo-colonial patterns: Globalization does not operate on an even playing 

field: cultural gatekeepers, large media firms, streaming platforms, and fashion conglomerates 

still hold much economic power. African producers may gain visibility but lack fair contracts, 

copyright protections, or distribution control, risking exploitation and cultural appropriation. 

This underlines arguments that globalization can reproduce aspects of economic dependency 

in cultural form.  
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3. Commodification of tradition: When cultural forms become global commodities (tourist 

souvenirs, “ethnic” fashions, repackaged rituals), their meanings may be simplified or altered 

to meet external expectations. Commodification can boost incomes but also flatten the cultural 

complexity that gave those forms their internal significance.  

4. Moral panics and social change: Rapid cultural diffusion sometimes triggers moral panic 

debates over dress, music lyrics, body art, or gender roles, which can be politicized. These 

conflicts often reflect deeper social strains (youth unemployment, inequality) rather than 

culture per se; globalization becomes a convenient symbol of unwanted change.  

How Africans are responding (agency, policy, creativity). Responses are diverse. 

Governments, NGOs, and cultural institutions are trying to protect languages and heritage sites 

while promoting cultural industries as development levers (UNESCO and national cultural 

policies emphasize balancing diversity protection with creative economy growth). At the same 

time, African artists and entrepreneurs exercise agency: they adapt global forms to local 

realities, enforce copyright through regional policy efforts, and build platforms (festivals, 

labels, tech startups) that shift bargaining power toward creators. Evidence from fashion and 

music suggests that when structural barriers (investment, IP law, logistics) are eased, cultural 

globalization can be turned into broad-based economic and symbolic gains.  A balanced 

normative assessment. Globalization is neither uniformly good nor uniformly bad for African 

culture. Its impact depends on power, policy, and local choices. If African states and 

institutions invest in cultural education, strengthen copyright and distribution infrastructures, 

and foster inclusive creative economies, globalization can amplify African voices and create 

sustainable livelihoods. Conversely, neglect of those structures risks cultural commodification, 

exploitation, and the erosion of local lifeways. Scholars therefore urge policies that combine 

heritage protection with modern cultural entrepreneurship, a dual approach of conservation 
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plus innovation (Pieterse; UNESCO,112). Globalization has transformed Africa’s cultural 

landscape, producing hybrid creativity, global visibility, and new economic opportunities while 

also producing real threats to cultural continuity and equity. The crucial variables are agency 

and institutions: who controls cultural production, who profits from it, and what policies 

safeguard diversity and fair exchange. With deliberate cultural-policy structure and 

investments in creative infrastructures, many of globalization’s risks can be mitigated and its 

opportunities harnessed to strengthen rather than displace African cultures.  

The Challenges of Humanizing Cultural Diversity Amid Globalization in Africa 

Humanizing cultural diversity amid globalization presents a complex challenge in 

contemporary Africa. While globalization promotes connectivity, technological advancement, 

and cultural exchange, it simultaneously threatens the survival of indigenous values, traditions, 

and identities. The process of humanizing cultural diversity, ensuring that cultural interactions 

respect human dignity, equality, and mutual understanding, faces several obstacles within the 

globalized African context. 

Prospects and Challenges  

a. Cultural Homogenization: One major challenge is cultural homogenization, where Western 

ideologies and lifestyles dominate indigenous African cultures. Global media and consumer 

culture often promote Western norms as superior, leading to the erosion of traditional values 

and practices. According to Pieterse, globalization “tends to universalize Western culture, often 

at the expense of local identities” (Pieterse, 69). This dominance undermines the efforts to 

humanize cultural diversity because it fosters cultural inferiority and marginalization among 

African societies. Globalization poses the risk of cultural homogenization, threatening the 

diversity of local cultures (Ritzer 123). 

b. Cultural Preservation: Another challenge is the commodification of culture, where cultural 

symbols, traditions, and languages are commercialized for global markets without proper 
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contextual or ethical considerations. Preserving cultural diversity requires efforts to protect and 

promote local cultures in the face of globalization (Karp 212). As Appadurai notes, 

globalization turns culture into a “global flow of images and commodities” (Appadurai, 40), 

detaching it from its human and communal significance. In Africa, this has led to the 

exploitation of cultural heritage for tourism and entertainment, rather than for promoting 

intercultural respect and understanding. 

c. Global Citizenship:  Globalization has widened the gap between developed and developing 

nations, placing African countries at the periphery of global economic structures. Globalization 

can foster global citizenship, promoting cross-cultural understanding and cooperation 

(Appadurai 167). This inequality means that African cultures are often forced to adapt to global 

economic demands, rather than being recognized as equal contributors to human civilization. 

As Ndlovu-Gatsheni explains, “globalization reproduces colonial patterns of power that 

subjugate African epistemologies and knowledge systems” (Ndlovu-Gatsheni,117). 

Furthermore, technological dominance and digital globalization amplify cultural disparities. 

Western-controlled digital platforms shape narratives about African identity, often portraying 

them through stereotypes. Humanizing cultural diversity requires equitable representation and 

narrative autonomy yet globalization’s digital space often denies this. 

Lastly, political instability and weak cultural policies hinder African nations from effectively 

managing cultural diversity in a globalized world. Without strong frameworks that protect 

indigenous languages, arts, and traditions, globalization easily erodes Africa’s cultural 

integrity. According to Wiredu, “the preservation of cultural identity requires both 

philosophical and political consciousness” (Wiredu, 84). Therefore, without intentional 

cultural governance, the humanization of diversity remains aspirational rather than achievably. 

Humanizing cultural diversity amid globalization demands a balance between global 
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integration and cultural preservation. Africa must strengthen policies that promote intercultural 

dialogue, protect indigenous heritage, and challenge global inequalities that dehumanize 

cultural differences. Only through such a conscious approach can globalization become a tool 

for humanizing, rather than erasing, cultural diversity. 

Towards a Humanized Cultural Diversity and Globalization in Africa 

What does it mean to humanize? The answer we shall give will determine whether our 

perception of the neo concept of glocalization should be the in-thing. Humanizing refers to the 

process of prioritizing human well-being, dignity, and agency in various contexts, such as 

development, globalization, or cultural exchange. According to Nussbaum, humanization 

involves recognizing the inherent value and worth of all individuals, regardless of their cultural 

background or identity (Nussbaum 21). It involves recognizing the inherent value and worth 

of all individuals, regardless of their background, culture, or identity. Then, if we must properly 

humanize cultural diversity and globalization, we must have certain deviation towards our style 

that would come from the periphery (glocalization) and not the core (globalization) tenets, 

since it has to be contextual to the African developmental sustainability. Therefore, cultural 

diversity places a premium on the globalization process through the following: 

a. Understanding Humanization in the Context of Cultural Diversity and Globalization 

Humanization in the context of cultural diversity and globalization refers to the process of 

prioritizing human well-being, dignity, and agency in the face of globalizing forces (Sen 18). 

To move towards a humanized globalization, Africa must first reclaim the human person as the 

center of development. Globalization should not merely prioritize market expansion but should 

uplift the dignity of people and their cultures. As Amartya Sen argues, true development must 

enhance human capabilities and freedoms rather than impose economic dependency (Sen, 18). 

This implies that African globalization should prioritize education, health, and local 
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empowerment over external exploitation that finds cultural diversity inclusively in a glocalised 

way. 

b. Strategies for Humanizing Cultural Diversity and Globalization in Africa 

Humanizing globalization requires respect for cultural diversity. African societies are rich in 

values of community, solidarity, and respect for life, values that can counterbalance the 

excessive individualism of Western globalization. According to Kwame Gyekye, African 

humanism, grounded in the philosophy of ubuntu, I am because we are, offers a moral structure 

that promotes communal wellbeing and mutual respect (Gyekye, 45). Embedding such values 

into Africa’s global interactions can help ensure that globalization strengthens rather than 

undermines African social structures. Thus, there is an urgent need to harmonise humanism of 

globalization in Africa by ensuring that global integration respects African identity, promotes 

justice, and enhances human welfare. A humanized globalization envisions a process that 

balances economic growth with ethical considerations, cultural dignity, and social inclusivity. 

Therefore, the Strategies needed for humanizing cultural diversity and globalization in Africa 

include: 

Cultural Exchange Programs: Education and cultural exchange should promote intercultural 

dialogue rather than cultural domination. Globalization must be understood as an exchange of 

values and knowledge, not a one-way imposition of Western ideals. As Appiah contends, 

cosmopolitanism should foster “conversation among cultures” where diversity is seen as a 

strength, not a barrier (Appiah,69). Programs that promote cross-cultural understanding and 

exchange between different communities in Africa and beyond (Appadurai 27). As Thandika 

Mkandawire notes, Africa’s development requires “globalization with equity,” a model that 

enables Africa to benefit from global markets without sacrificing sovereignty (Mkandawire, 

27). 
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Community-Based Initiatives: Regional institutions like the African Union and the African 

Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA) can play a vital role in fostering this human-centered 

integration. Initiatives that empower local communities to take control of their cultural heritage 

and development (Escobar 145). 

Inclusive Policy-Making: Equitable participation in the global economy is crucial. Africa’s 

peripheral position in global trade and technology must be addressed through fair trade policies, 

knowledge transfer, and regional integration. Policies that prioritize the voices and perspectives 

of diverse stakeholders, including marginalized communities (Young 102). 

c. The Contextual Relationships between Cultural Diversity and Globalization in individual 

African Countries. 

Humanized globalization in Africa involves harmonizing global connectivity with African 

cultural values, equity, and human dignity. It requires that economic systems serve humanity 

rather than exploit it. Through education, ethical leadership, and cultural reawakening, Africa 

can chart a path towards a globalization that is both inclusive and humane, one that honors the 

essence of what it means to be human in a global community. The long-standing standing of 

South Africa's history of apartheid has paved the way for its ongoing efforts to promote 

multiculturalism and reconciliation, providing a unique context for exploring humanization in 

the face of globalization (Mamdani 23). Studies show that Nigeria's diverse cultural landscape 

and its experiences with globalization offer valuable insights into the challenges and 

opportunities of humanizing cultural diversity in Africa (Ake 45).  Also, Egypt's rich cultural 

heritage and its complex relationship with globalization provide a fascinating case study for 

exploring the intersections of culture, identity, and globalization (Elmessiri 12). 

d. Regional Perspective on the Dynamics of Cultural Diversity and Globalization in 

Africa 
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West Africa’s pathway strategy opened up the region's diverse cultural traditions and its 

experiences with globalization by providing insights into the complex relationships between 

culture, identity, and economic development (Hountondji 34). East Africa has put forth to its 

region's cultural diversity an effort to promote regional integration and cooperation, offering 

valuable lessons for humanizing globalization in Africa (Mlama 56). While Southern Africa, 

with its region's complex history of colonialism and apartheid, has initiated its efforts to 

promote cultural diversity and reconciliation to provide a unique context for exploring 

humanization in the face of globalization (Mandela 78). 

The Convergence between Cultural Diversity and Globalization today 

There is a relationship between cultural diversity and globalization, which is intricate and 

polygonal, with both phenomena influencing each other in profound ways (Appadurai 23). 

According to Appadurai, globalization has led to the ‘deterritorialization’ of cultures, where 

cultural practices and identities are no longer tied to specific geographic locations (Appadurai 

27). Tomlinson argues that globalization has resulted in the ‘complex connectivity’ of cultures, 

where local cultures are shaped by global flows of ideas, goods, and people (Tomlinson 22).  

Globalization has led to increased cultural exchange which it facilitating cultural exchange, 

enabling the sharing of ideas, values, and practices across borders (Hannerz 101), and 

hybridization through the intersection of cultural diversity and globalization leads to cultural 

hybridity, resulting in new cultural forms and identities (Bhabha 38). But then, the digital 

sphere has become a significant meeting point for cultural diversity and globalization, enabling 

global connectivity and cultural exchange (Castells 78), yet poses challenges to traditional 

cultures and identities (Kraidy 145). 
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Conclusion 

In conclusion, humanizing cultural diversity and globalization in Africa demands a conscious 

balance between global integration and the preservation of African cultural identity. 

Globalization has undeniably opened Africa to technological advancement, economic 

interdependence, and cross-cultural exchange, yet it has also threatened indigenous values, 

traditions, and languages (Appiah, 45). Therefore, to humanize globalization means ensuring 

that global interactions respect and promote human dignity, cultural uniqueness, and equality 

among nations. This perspective challenges the Western-dominated model of globalization and 

instead advocates for a more inclusive, dialogical process that values the cultural contributions 

of Africa in shaping a humane global society. Humanizing globalization in Africa also requires 

recognizing the continent’s agency in defining its own developmental and cultural paths. As 

Nkrumah emphasized, Africa must not merely be a receiver of global influence but an active 

participant in shaping the moral and cultural direction of globalization (Nkrumah, 67). This 

involves reclaiming African epistemologies, social ethics, and communal values such as 

ubuntu the belief in shared humanity and interdependence as guiding principles for global 

engagement (Mbiti, 108). Ubuntu represents the moral essence of African humanism, 

advocating respect, empathy, and collective responsibility. When infused into globalization, it 

transforms it from a profit-driven process to one that prioritizes human welfare and mutual 

coexistence (Tutu, 79). 

Furthermore, the process of humanizing cultural diversity amid globalization calls for 

education, intercultural dialogue, and a policy structure that protects local cultures from 

homogenization. As Gyekye argues, globalization should be a platform for cultural enrichment 

rather than cultural erosion (Gyekye, 154). Policymakers and educators must therefore cultivate 

cultural literacy and sensitivity, ensuring that Africa’s diverse cultural expressions continue to 

thrive alongside global developments. Ultimately, a humanized globalization does not erase 
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differences but one that celebrates them as assets for global solidarity. It must affirm Africa’s 

historical and cultural narratives as part of the world’s shared heritage. In this sense, instead of 

globalization ideology, we reinvent glocalization as a tool for cooperation and peace, more 

inclusive than the domination and exploitation of globalization. The humanization of cultural 

diversity in Africa, therefore, defines reinvent glocalization as an ideological process deeply 

rooted in justice, respect, and the equal dignity of all cultures and participation. When 

globalization gives way to glocalization and is guided by these values, it will not only advance 

development but also promote a more humane and pluralistic global order that truly reflects 

the richness of human diversity. 
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