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ABSTRACT  
The progressive work of the Holy Spirit is observable right from the creation of the 
world as recorded in the Genesis account of creation (Genesis 1). Throughout the 
Old Testament, the Holy Spirit or Spirit of God permeates the noble activities of the 
great, noble and low classes of people in the society. Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, 
Jacob, David, the prophets and prophetesses, were all influenced by the Holy Spirit. 
More so, all through the New Testament, the Holy Spirit had been an active factor 
or personality bringing to birth the recorded miracles, signs and wonders, as well 
as church growth in the early church. The ministry of Jesus Christ as well as its 
continuity through the apostles and the believers was through the Holy Spirit. This 
implies that the impact of the Holy Spirit on human existence cannot be 
overemphasized. However, the probing questions are: Who is the Holy Spirit? What 
impact has He made in the past? Is He still making impact on church growth today? 
The thrust of this paper therefore is to examine the impact of the Holy Spirit on 
church growth in the 21st century. The method adopted in this research was 
historical. The work discovered that the Holy Spirit did not only play important roles 
in the affairs of people as well as the church in the past but He is still impacting 
church growth today. The paper recommends that Christians should exhibit the 
fruits of the Holy Spirit in their lives for the good of the society and the growth of 
the Church. They should use the gifts of the Holy Spirit for the benefit of humanity, 
thus leading to church growth in the 21st Century. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



viii 

  TABLE OF CONTENTS 

TITLE PAGE       i 

APPROVED PAGE       iii 

CERTIFICATION       iv 

DEDICATION       v 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT       vi 

ABSTRACT           vii 

 

CHAPTER ONE 

INTRODUCTION  

1.1. Background on the study       1 

1.2. Statement of the problem.       2 

1.3. Purpose of the study       2 

1.4. Research Questions or methodology      3 

1.5. Definitions of terms       3 

 

CHAPTER TWO  

LITERATURE REVIEW / THE CONCEPT OF ANOINTING  

2.1. The concept of the Anointing       4 

2.2. Contemporary practices of Anointing by selected Pentecostal churches in 

Nigeria.           5 

 

CHAPTER THREE  

BIBLICAL REVIEW OF THE ROLE OF HOLY SPIRIT IN THE 21STCENTURY CHURCH  

3.1. In the Old Testament        9 

3.2.In the New Testament        11 



ix 

3.3. Gift of the Holy Spirit        25 

3.4. Fruits of the Holy Spirit        26 

3.5. The ministry of the Holy Spirit       27 

 

CHAPTER FOUR  

THE IMPACT OF THE ANOINTING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT IN THE 21ST CENTURY 

CHURCH  

4.1. The Holy Spirit in the 21st century      37 

4.2. What are the purposes, benefits and power of the Anointing?  38 

4.3. The work of the Holy Spirit in Jesus Christ.     39 

4.4. The Holy Spirit and the inspiration of the Bible.    41 

4.5. The five fold ministry gifts.        42 

 

CHAPTER FIVE 

SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS  

5.1. Summary          47 

5.2. Conclusion          47 

5.3. Recommendations         48 

 

       References  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


